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ARPCHITECTURE 272 and 241, Week startinc Januarv 22.

Durinc this week we shall concentrate on the developmrent

nf construction svsters, with special reference to the nrobhlem
6of harronv bhetwveen different buildinos, desicned bv different
nenple.

mhe fundamental task, is for #@phnbbaxsnHMIpYyRMBEYRIRERXERD

Geanmpn the class as a wvhole, to degxiop rmale amzpahn one

continuous elevation, which has seventeen different buildincs,
RSl 88 o FeATERI NI R HATE DS RS, SIREReT- and to acree on
For this purpose, we want vou to start, usinc thg office buildinc
vou have just desiaoned, to work as a croun. Plir*grb at 1/1¢ th
scale , aabars e 1 Y P X T X vﬁmxﬁcﬂmmznﬁmumﬁnaﬂ:xwamkrﬂqhﬂmiﬂ
behanbmﬁﬁmabaﬁambﬁnbﬁBbmnhmnbmahdnbiabmbmnhmnbwm

¥ax A tvoical davs work. 211 of vou in the class, E——=
start rakinc the drawina of the lencth of a long street. Each
person draws his building; s e P8 . JOYK
fast. When vou have the whole thlnq, trv to Flnd out'what
major problems are: trv to cdefine sorme rudirentarv rules which
will rake thincs better. Then co throuch the whole thinc again,
followinag these rules. Rx

We want a first draft bv Tuee@av Januarv 23, a second draft bv
Fhursday 25, and the final drawinas by Nondavnﬁﬁ January 29,

This is not a mpuMx visual exmercise. ¥m We want ¥nxhhm the hasis

for these elevations to he real construction svsters. Ve are askinc

vou to work out a construction svstem, which vou will be ahle

to use, later, for the specific buildinc vou desion. This

mmg construction svstem should meet the followino constraints:

(1) FhxnryPamxManor The main stractural material 1s reinforced
concrete. (vou may use block, poured concrete or spraved
concrete) .

(2) No pitched roofs.

(3) ¥prhinsm¥m Assure the buildinc is between 4 and 6 stories hich.

\

In order to work out the construction qutem, For vour own
Huilds nrf for vourself, wvou must use 1 /2" to one nt Adrawvinos,
Seegmim in’ section and ele"atlnn Qnimyikmrs In na‘rt*» cular ve want
vou to Soncentrate on the foll T
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wino elemrents: f/#wﬂ‘””

St 7 -é?r" ﬂcﬁ‘o- SLW

. Mlature of sk _w"rur“‘ﬁl !‘L'f"‘*_"'-_*‘ff"‘-f'l??,i%ﬂf’? walls, \ _S'""Mbﬁf"h"‘"
. Nature of flonors. \v- §loan | ke P T
...--"#-_ — -

. ¥ Desicn of windows and window openinas. e
. Desicn of doors and coor openlinds.

. Possible variations in £ different floors.

. Treatment of the roof lire.

N B W oA

The drawincs vou rake tocether, as a aroup, should be at 1/16 scale,

so we can put therm up, in a lona line, on the hoard, and loox at
the wav the whole thing works.



Please note one important thina. We do not want the rules

to he so constraining, that thev make all the projects
somehow "the same"”. In a real citv, varietyv 1s inevitabhle.
However, the kxind of varietv which axs arises today, from
different =mEmmhkre architectural ecos, is far hevond what 1is
reasonable or comfortable.

So we want vou to define a minimum set of rules, which just
establish a reasonable level of harrmonev, hut also allow and
encourace reasonabhle differences within that harmrony.

In this project, we do not want any rouch, "freehand" drawinos.
mhbhrmfbnhinbresmentat For the final presentation, Monday 29,
we need hard line ink drawincs, all in sirmilar techniocue, so
that we can reallv judce the way they work todgether.

X=

In order to & cenerate a reasopable construction syster, we

strongly sugcest that you pay attention to the following
patterns: 205, Structure follows social spaces

240 Half inch trinrm

225 Frames as thickened edqges
249 Ornament

The rest is up to vou.
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Attached are some examples of streets in Amsterdam.
Please note, we are not showing you these because we
want you to copy them.

We are showing them, because they shed very interesting
light on the general problem of variety and uniformity.

IT you look at the streets, you certainly feel a

tremendous harmony. And yet, there is nothing obvious which
remains the same. The buildings are much less similar than
one might expect. They have different floor levels,
different heights, different window sizes, different
window sill heights, different roof configurations,
different overall number of stories,.... In short,

none of the simple minded rules for bringing harmony

into khemxkxmimghxmsm a street will work.

What 1s the "same" from house to house, along these
streets, 1s a very global configuration, a very general
character which is shared by most of the buildings,
and which lies in the &x typical overall distribution
of windows, the range of window shapes and sizes, the
| gnge of proportions of the overall building height, the typical element
present in roof treatment, the range of wmndhhkmxm widths....

In the same way, to avoid & making a false %kx tyrannical
harmony in our project, we will probably have to concentrate
on very general rules which establish overall mobmhbihhmah
morphological character, which require that similar elements
occurm but not how they are placed, etc etc.



Herengrucht 22.42

22-24 M. used tobe onc biy nouse before 1870; conversion into cornice
facgudes,

26 M. ! 1800 building with cornice, oval windows and consoles; door [rame
shaped in half circle; very little has been rebullt,

28 M. early 18thC neck-gable; the characteristice large door has been
replaced by an entrance wny with two sinall doors in this century.

J0 newly bullt round ' 1900, humlmn}m trie tableau below the windows of
the ground floor.

42 M. early 19thC cornice [acade with transverse roof; two small doors in
place of one large door in the fagade.
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Herengrne it (2-20

12 M. early 18thC cornice with ‘closed’ atliek and sandstone window [ront,
framing around the middle window is unusual with 3 window wide
houses: managed to get through the 19thC with very little damage.

14 M. 18thC: 4 window wide, sandstone fagade; cornicc and Ironton; arched
windows.

16 M. neck-guble from 1735 with claw pleces In unusual form; well
preserved; sash work of the windows changed.

18 M. just before 1800 the fagade was renovated; cornice with consoles; 2
hoist beams and hipped roof incorporated, frontal stogp.

20 M. 18thC building; buildlng height was increased nnd the roof {lotliened

in ¥ 1920; stoop gone.
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Herengracht 150-158

150 M. * 1750 neck-gable with little alteration on the front facade; not so
on the side facudc where a photography studio has made much use of
glass; pothousc ¢.1s0 arou nd to the side.

152 M. reminiscent of 17thC ste o-gable despite various rebuildings; one
floor added in the 18thC; radically altered below the gable stone where
the stoop has becin removed and the entrance moved.

154 newly buill * 1910; flat foof and bay windows.

156 M. early 18thC neck-gable; very little alteration; restored 1956; but the
18thC sash worl: was not brought back in the upper windows.

158 M. 4 window wide cornice acade with transverse roof and 2 doors,
+1810; before the last rebuilding it would have had 1 door; ‘minimal’ stoop.
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148 M. early 18thC neck-gable; str
» street front changed just bhefo
148a - (Leliegracht 2) newly built +1900, three bay windo w: ovr;rltghoeot':or
| ner

Leliegracht
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Herengracht 148-148a



Herengracht 438-4.10

4238 M. Inte 17thC; straipght cornice with aftiek; 2 vases and cont of arms:

‘many alterations.
440 M. 17thC house; many alterations; double stoop retained; fine door

framing probably 18thC. ~
442 colored green; 5 window wide; outward bending relief in facade; built

in 1905; coat of arms of I'riesland Amsterdam and Groningen; entrance
at street-level (see no. 440).
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HHercupgracht 426-436

426-428-430 M. over-scaled bullding from 1001 where onee stood 3 houses
(see tiles); Jugendstil elements; recently classified ns a monument.

432 M. 19thC stuccoed, cornice facade; door disappeared when altered.
434 M. early 18thC sandstone fagade unusual circular arch on top; offices

behind facade; stoop gone.
436 M. 17thC; thoroughly rebuilt in 1895; attick with e.g. crest and bird.
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hezersgracht 4110

402 M. 1682 beil-gable witly iwo corner vases and fronton with shell motif
ornamentation; shop front carly 20LhC.

404 M. 11770 bell-pable; wihi'ec stone work above windows fitted 19thC.
406 M. fagade drastically atlored 1880 with straight cornice and two
consoles,; arched windows.

408 [acade drastically alterod 1875 with straight cornice (could be older)
and two consoles: stoop gonie; entrance moved to souterrain level.

410 11890 fagade with bric) dormer; straight cornice; flat-topped roof:
ashlar street front; door at ! reet-level.

Runstraat
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Kelzerspracht 390-400

390 M. Y1800 rebuilt into cornice fagade with (ransverse roof: ‘rontal stoop,

beautiful door.
392 M. 18thC house drastically rebuilt *1800 whon straight cornice fitted:

saddle roof barely visible; small stoop.

394 11895 Tagnde; ornamented with natural stone (compare thc brick front
of no. 392); straight cornice, dormer and f(lat v [ stoop olde :

396 house wilh wooden pointed gable (unusual for Amsterd:ny): from 1897,
198 facade with outward bending relief with two hay window . and one
balcony from 1924; door {from same period.

400 M. 1770 shop/home with bell-gable (most )cil-gables built at Lhis

time), shop front early 20thcC.
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Kelzersgracht 666-670 IKelzersgracht 660-664

666-668 newly built in historical style 1919 (see ironwork on baicony) by 660 1927 corner house with round bay windows at the corner: Ams'ter:dam

architects C.B. Posthumu; Meyes and Vun der Linden; building looks | ‘School features (outward bending relief in facade, ornamentation in

much older than it really is; brick facade with straight cornice and brick).
sandstone door frame: doubile stoop. This building is open to criticism 662 M. predominantly 19thC facade with straight cornice, dormer and

but still it does harmonizce with its historical surroundings. Until 1937 transverse roof.
two bulldings stood here , - 664 M. building with elevated cornice and consoles with I.ouis XV

balustrades and window (rames were [itted and double stoop removed from *1755; late 18thC sash work (small panes); handson:e Louis XV door

resulting in double door ‘s inking’ to street-level. - from original building; house leans (compare with no. 666); little else
changed. | ' )
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Prinsengracht 11120

414-416 new!ly huilr in 1925; tall with brick dormer and ornamentation at

the corners (so-called lisenas): accent is on windows’ width (compare with

no. 418); ornamentation with hrick; ornamented anchors.

418 facade with :iraight cornice and four consoles; dormer with hoist

beam and flat-tovwped roof fro:n *1885.

420 M. Y1860 fa¢ade with simp o straight cornice and ornamented dormer.
J
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'rinsenpgracht 39%-412

398 newly built in *1800 with white stone; top later renovated now has
shape of mansarde roof.

400 newly built in 1925 with Amsterdam School features: outward bending
relief, ornamentation with brick; two sculptured heads near doors; much
use was made of sculpture in this period.

408-110-412 M. three almost identical 18thC houses under one large roof;
the straight cornices date from the early 19(hC windows grow smaller
towards top like in most old Amsterdam houses. '
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Urinsengracht 644a-611hH

644a-644b M. these houses were part of the late 17thC ‘Walenweeshuls’
(orphanage); straight cornice; large {runsverse roof; original construction.
(Vijzelgracht 2-2a) M. side fagnde of former ‘Walenweeshuis’ (orphanage);
built 1669-1671 from a desipn by Adrvian Portsman; straight cornice and
large hipped roof; brick ornamentuiion in relief at corners (so-called

lisenas), original construction.
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636-638-640 M. neck-gable triplets built *1680; no. 636 retauns its large door \\
and door frame (_*_'! 760) and an early 19thC window Frouping; window

- grouping of nos. 638 and 640 altered 19thC: no. 640 1« 19thC frontal stoop:;
original construction. | |
642 newly built in 1884 (see top) with straight cornice supported by four
(::llnﬁi}lcﬁ; ornamented dormer and mansarde roof: 011 unentedd anchors,
644 M. 17thC house (building height and wooden streel front altered later);

top sobered 19thC into bell-like gable; fronton reminisce \
neck-gable; door in two parts. iscent of late 1 7The
644a see 644Dh.
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