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THE CONC R E T E F R I E Z E

Comparing the star-octagon frieze design with the lily frieze design

The house itself, in rather unexpected building alone and a deeper cut for the relief, so
that the design was more definite, more blockish,ways, defined the geometric ornament of

the concrete frieze. more calm. In this case, good shape emerged
from the unfolding process.It came time to form and pour the frieze.

Originally, I had assumed it would be a star-
octagon design. That idea came from the very
first mockups in our yard. So we started with a
new mockup of the original frieze, on site, made
in styrofoam. It didn’t look quite right. I asked
Randy to make it deeper, to change the size of
the octagons. None of it seemed quite right.

Then we tried an entirely different frieze de-
sign, reflecting the lily tiles in the base of the
house. We made long pieces of this new frieze. It
looked silly, too decorative, not calm enough—
pretentious, not simple.

In the end, we went back to the simple star- A test of the lily frieze design with the balustrade design:
This design didn’t work at all.octagon design, but smaller, a scale which left the
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39 / F R ON T DOOR S T E P S

Using a simple board to judge the height, width, and length of a concrete parapet
which was to be built on both sides of the concrete front door steps

The front door step edges emerged natu- ther side. In twenty minutes I suggested a few
key details. We looked at the steps in a mockuprally from what had gone before.

We had gradually built up an assumption in of concrete blocks and cardboard. The width of
the top was an issue. The way the bottom treadour minds that there would be a beautiful con-

crete stair leading up to the front door, but had worked, whether it was straight or splayed out.
The information from these experiments wasnever thought about the form it would take, what

it needed to be like in detail. given to Randy, who then formed and built the
steps.Instead of drawing, it was easiest and most

effective to hold up a board, showing the posi- They were built very quickly, with not too
much thought, beyond that one day’s work.tion of a wall that would contain the steps on ei-

40 / P A I N T I NG W I NDOW S AND E X T E R I O R WOODWORK

Originally the house was going to be yel- However, once we had the house up, the
concrete formed, the upper plaster in place, andlow above and gray below. Indeed, I first

made the lily tiles with this color scheme the windows primed, the gray and white was so
beautiful that painting the upper wall yellowin mind, with an awareness of the yellow

quality that was going to exist on the seemed altogether wrong. Separately, Chris and
Stephanie, different craftsmen on the project,site.



A P P E N D I X : A S M A L L E X A M P L E O F A L I V I N G P R O C E S S

montaggio indesign book2.indd   639montaggio indesign book2.indd   639 28/03/21   21:0628/03/21   21:06


