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Amazon Family Housing Threatened
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Amazon tenant and single mother
Olga Straight with her three

AI' Chite(:t, UO Bicker gl S e e

MAZON FAMILY HOUSING TEN- [ G ~—SSES SRS “We recognize that the [Amazon] rental costs being discussed are

ant Olga Straight, a single mother of three on [ESSEEE .. o ey . o .| too high,” said UO spokesman John Crosiar in a terse_official state-
food stamps, depends on an affordable place [ wra o N t | ment. Costs per square foot at the_$l 4 million, 20-unit Agate proj-
to live so she can finish her Germanic studies F R A Wl Sl | ect have more than doubled, leading to two-bedroom rent projec-
master’s degree at the University of Oregon. [EEEEE . SN R W1 tions of $450-$500 per month compared to $175 at Amazon, univer-
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But Straight and hundreds of other stu- [EEEESENEERS. ' . BERE " "wwmag sity sources and documents revealed.

dent families may be trampled in a brawl University Housing and Physical Plant officials blame an “ego-

iversity officials, politicans, and tistical” Alexander for sloppy, expensive plans that put the Agate
a:ﬁce)zgcll}lz;l:;r:ﬁtguniversityp&red to build 2 | SR . B project over budget and behind schedule despite their efforts to
affordable housing that has run Way over budget and behi_nd .., - . -_ L e __-._.-_:::-.-5-'--‘?-*"" st "'_'_fi_'ff':"‘___;',-,.:--._1_-_-:5‘-1. Wi, l‘em hlm iIl, aC(EOI'ding to interviews and qocuments. They WOUld
schedule. Y . o not like to duplicate the costly and frustrating Agate experience on

o '
'''''
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The brawl boiled over last week with the announcement by the RS a larger scale for the approximately 300-unit, $20 million Amazon
university that it was “reviewing the relationship” with architect & replacement.

Christopher Alexander. The UO hired the Berkeley, Calif. architect— SESSS=s SE NI Alexander and his firm blame the university for violating their
renowned for his innovation and some say arrogance—to build new family housing at ~ contract and sabotaging the project with foot dragging, ineptness, costly extras and the
18th and Agate and then to replace the aging Amazon housing complex at 24th and ~manipulation of student opinion against them. Alexander said if fired he will sue.

Patterson that's scheduled for demolition this spring. At deadline, although many sources ~ Complicating the debacle are pressure on the university from Sen. Bill Dwyer (D-
viewed such a move as likely, the UO had not fired Alexander. - [continued on page 6]
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NICARAGUAN
$2 Off Per Lb.

Thanks to the improved
political climate in Nicaragua,
were happy to bring back
Nicaraguan coffee
TO our shops.

Regular price $7.25 per Ib.
SPECIAL PRICE $5.25

SOUTHTOWNE
28TH & OAK
SHOPPES

FIFTH ST. MARKET
VALLEY RIVER
CENTER

| The COFFEE CORNER Ltd.|

“A crude, fun-

filled romp ! )
through £ \
cultural mind /”
fields.” /4

Original Dance/Musical
Written & Produced by David Koteen
Performed by Local Artists & Musicians

SORENG THEATER
HULT CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
FRIDAY Oct. 8 « SATURDAY Oct. 9 » 8:30 PM
Tickets S10 « 687-5000

PASTA

OF THE MONTH

345 E. 11th, Eugene 345-1133

HOUSING / Alan Pittman

Amazon

[continued from cover]

Springfield) to build housing without delay
and the involvement of state higher educa-
tion officials brought in to mediate in the
tangled, often abrasive dispute.

Who's right? The students, many of
whom are now being evicted from Amazon

+and who live in and pay for family hous-

Ing, say they are. They claim that both the
university and its architect forgot about the
whole point of the project—to provide
affordable and livable housing so poor
students with families could get an edu-
cation.

Students will be left holding the bag for
the costly mess in the end. Because hous-
Ing is a “self-supporting” unit of the
university, administrators will translate the
wasteful project into higher student rents.
If they fire Alexander, the department
stands to lose more than $100,000 in trash-
ed designs and tens-of-thousands more in
probable legal costs and settlements,
sources said. Straight, who spends about
half her salary as a graduate teaching fellow
on rent, and other students on the edge
will be hit hard by university and architect
blunders.

With this year’s 13 percent family hous-
Ing rent increase, students have already
begun to feel the pinch. Housing Director
Mike Eyster describes the increase as “sub-
stantial, primarily due to the cost of the
18th and Agate project and [another,
smaller project]” in an April 29 memo to
the state Higher Education Department’s
representative on the project, George
Pernsteiner.

ousing officials and UO engineers are
mystified at why top university of-
ficials didn't fire Alexander long ago,
documents and sources revealed.

Alex Gordon of the UO’s Physical Plant
directly oversees Alexander on the project.
A June 20 document developed by Gordon
lists 14 specific “architectural deficiencies”
in recommending that the UO fire Alex-
ander from the Agate project. “Continuing
with the same architectural representation
on the rebuilding of the Amazon complex
will lead to poorly designed, expensive and
nondurable construction,” Gordon wrote,
warning that the UO “will be exposed to
unanticipated costs and claims as a result
of architectural deficiencies.”

Among the deficiencies, Gordon cites
refusal by the architect to take direction
from UO to enhance tenant safety or to
make needed additions or delete items to
save costs. Alexander failed to visit the site,

What’s happening at

MARKETPLA

New Releases

e Steven King— -
Nightmares & <« MBI\ -a%

Dreamscapes Yy * Q‘i‘ ;
* Ken Follett— 7 ) / '
20 Dangerous N %‘“ »
rtune ) _f . PRI
* Maya Angelou— , .‘_ e 1(9 :

Wouldn't Take
Nothing For My Journey Now

* Tony Hillerman—Sacred Clowns

October Readings:

October 12, 7:00 p.m.
Barbara Branscomb

October 26, 7:00 p.m.
Tribute to William Stafford
e Erik Muller
e Hannah Wilson
¢ Bill Sweet
e Martha Gatchell
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Amazon tenant Mari Ely Christie with three of her four children—(from left) Juan, Carlos and

Mario.

respond quickly to requests for plan clari-
fications, meet city permit and handicap-
ped access requirements, return calls or at-
tend scheduled meetings. “The architect’s
fee of approximately $300,000 (for direct
construction cost of $760,000) appears ex-
orbitant to the University,” the document
charges.

A two-week construction delay in April,
caused by inadequate plans for which the
city refused to grant permits, resulted in
wasted money and time. The project’s com-
pletion date has slid from September to
November at a considerable loss in rental
Income, according to university docu-

" ments.

“deeply chagrined” Pernsteiner wrote
to Alexander May 12 describing the
situation as “an extremely rare and
serious occurrence” in building projects.
“The owner [UO] will not tolerate further
delays in its project caused by inadequate
or unbuildable plans, inability to secure
permits due to deficiencies in the plans, in-
adequate construction supervision by the
architect, communication problems among
the members of the architect’s team, or the
intransigence of the architect,” Pernsteiner
warned.

The architect has also long peeved uni-
versity housing officials, according to docu-
ments. In a June 7 memo to UO officials
involved in the project, Eyster describes
Alexander’s work as “shoddy, expensive,
egotistical, and inadequate to meet the
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presents

Bill Bradbury

Senate President
“1993 Legislature”
Friday, October 8

Daniel Goldrich

Professor of Political Science,
University of Oregon

“Why this NAFTA
should be rejected”

Friday, October 22

Noon, Eugene Hilton
Salad bar $6.50 Full lunch buffet $8.00
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needs of student renters.” Alexander spent
money on garage, courtyard and roof orna-
ment frills while ignoring such basics as
having more than one drawer in family
kitchens. Cost overruns have forced Alex-
ander to shrink units “to nearly laughable
proportions” to stay within contracted
costs. “The cost per square foot is over four
times what was paid at Southern Oregon
[housing project] and higher than even
high quality upscale homes in the Eugene
area,” Eyster wrote. “We must prevent
Christopher Alexander from having any-

thing to do with Amazon Student Hous-
NG .o

lexander, on the other hand, says in
a Sept. 14 letter to Pernsteiner that the
delays and cost overruns he is blamed
for are actually the fault of Housing and
Physical Plant officials. “There is a com-
bination of unreasonableness, ruthless dis-
regard for common sense, and a bone-
headed refusal to take advice from those
who have more experience, shown by Alex
Gordon and by members of the Housing
office, which has predictably led the Agate
project into fiscal chaos. . . ” Alexander
blames cost overruns and delays on a
“spending spree” by housing offficials who
lack experience with big construction proj-
ects.

Jack Viscardi, President of 2G Construc-
tion that contracted to build Agate, said the
university isn't guilty of mismanagement.
He did say he found the architect’s firm “set
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For indoor/outdoor versatility,
rich color, and crisp details, choose
new, improved KODAK GOLD Super
200 Film. No other 200-speed film
gives you color this rich and true.

a dgtoston's

IMAGERY EXPERTS FOR OVER 50 YEARS

Valley River Center
1668 Willamette. 430 E. lith

JOHN BAUGUESS
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Amazon tenant-activist Nancy Forrest with her husband Daljeer Ollek and son Bayunt.

in their ways” and “very, very slow in
responding” to builder questions.
Alexander and his subordinate David
Edrington, a partner with the local archi-
tecture firm Thallon & Edrington, said the
designs may cost more but will save money
in the long run in maintenance, life span
and energy efficiency. The architects closely
followed the cost parameters set for the
project by the UO, which agreed the quali-
ty savings approach was the way to go
when it signed the contract, they said.

The student user group set up
to help the architect
determine what the [Amazon]
tenants needed was
disbanded in spring 1992
after Alexander cursed at
students who suggested his

designs were too expensive
and lacked livability....

ut of the loop but left holding the bag,
students blame both the architect and
top UO officials for the debacle.

Alexander, whose innovative theories on
user-participation in design were adopted
as the University Master Plan in the 1970s,
ignored student input for affordable, com-
munity-oriented housing, students said.
The student user group set up to help the
architect determine what the tenants need-
ed was disbanded in spring 1992 after
Alexander cursed at students who suggest-
ed his designs were too expensive and
lacked livability, Amazon tenant Jim Fisher
and other group members said. Fisher said
Alexander never intended to listen to stu-
dents. “It's been a farce from the very
beginning,” he said.

Alexander said he did respond to “ob-
scenities” from Fisher and other students
with “mild” swearing on one occasion.

Student activists “are more concerned with
hanging on to a cushy situation” of low
Amazon rents than durable housing, he
said. Student opinion had been manipu-
lated by UO officials out to “demonize” him
with selective leaks of information to the
press and students. They did this, Alex-
ander said, “because they know they are
going to be hammered in court”

On the university’s part, “We've got some
pretty gross mismanagement going on,”
said Amazon tenant’s council activist Nan-
cy Forrest. UO President Myles Brand and
head of administration Dan Williams
should have never agreed to hire such a
high-priced, experimental architect, should
have controlled his costs after they did, or
should have dumped him long ago in favor
of a cheaper alternative, Fisher and Forrest
said.

enants question the need to tear down
all of the close-knit Amazon com-
munity where a two-bedroom unit
costs $175/month.

An engineering study of the complex—
made of surplus-WWII temporary housing
that was relocated—concluded that
maintenance and safety problems would
make the complex too expensive to keep
up by 1996. But tenant Bruce Gibbons, a
licensed builder who described the study
as rushed and self-serving, said many of
the one-story units at the complex remain
serviceable. The university should save
money and student rents by tearing down
and replacing only those units that need
to be, Gibbons and others argued. Sen.
Dwyer, who favored building on a vacant
site rather than displacing tenants, said he
might support such a partial rebuild as a
temporary solution.

Although housing director Eyster has
argued publicly that Amazon is now be-
yond repair, he argued a proposal similar
to the tenants’ idea in a June 8 memo to
his boss Dan Williams. Eyster wrote, “Our
only option now is to maintain Amazon as
best we can for an indefinite period of time
(5-10 years). . . ”” Confronted with his writ-

JOHN BAUGUESS

ten statement, Eyster said ongoing cost re-
ductions at Agate will now make Amazon
replacement possible.

But Fisher, Forrest and other tenants say
Brand and Williams just don’t want to see
their type of people and dilapidated hous-

~ ing at their university. The UO administra-

tion doesn't want true affordable housing
“for the same reason that people don't
want low income housing in their back

yard,” Fisher charged.

““We recognize that the
[Amazon] rental costs being
discussed are too high,” said
UO spokesman John Crosiar
in a terse official statement.

Why has this wasteful debacle gone on
so long? Lawsuits and politics may be the
answer.

Because of the unfavorable contract
negotiated with Alexander, the UO could
very well lose an expensive lawsuit, sources
and documents revealed.

In a June 1 memo to Pernsteiner, Assis-
tant Attorney General James Casby warn-
ed, “Our biggest risk in litigation from the
architect is that the weakness and uncer-
tainties of our contract with the architect
will be held against us and not the archi-
tect.”

en. Dwyer has long blamed UO stu-
dents for driving up rents for his
Springfield constituents. The UO
should build more of its own low income
housing to take the pressure off the rental
market, he said. In 1989 Dwyer helped
pass a bill that authorized $11 million in
bonds for the university to do just that.
Critics within the UO’s physical plant say
he has been micromanaging the project
ever since.

In numerous letters, calls and meetings
over the life of the project, Dwyer has often
taken the side of the architect and criticized
the university for “a pattern of obstruction
and foot dragging” on affordable housing.

Dwyer accuses UO administrators of be-
ing in cahoots with local landlords to main-
tain high rental prices. “They [landlords]
give to the Athletic Department; they give,”
he said. But Dwyer said the charge was
based on a “gut feeling” not actual
evidence.

Dwyer’s membership on the powerful
Senate Ways and Means Committee, which
decides the tenuous state higher education
and UO budgets, could enable him to ex-
ert strong pressure. Last session, Dwyer
said he was instrumental in securing
$50,000 in lottery funding for the UO
Museum of Art; $18 million in bonding
authority for higher education; and
$300,000 in lottery funding for the UO
International College, a favorite project of
President Brand. In an August 3 letter to
Pernsteiner, Dwyer said Brand made a
“personal commitment” to him in a
January 29 meeting to proceed without de-
lay on the housing projects. Brand and
Williams did not return calls requesting
comment.

But Dwyer said he works hard for the
university and dismissed assertions that he
would use the budget to exert pressure as
“a bunch of garbage. . . . I don't ever tie
these things together”

But with much of the rest of the Eugene
legislative delegation apparently rallying
behind the university, Rep. Carl Hosticka,
D-Eugene, who is employed as a UO ad-
ministrator and professor, said Dwyer will
have to back down.

“The university now has the option to do
what they want to do,” Hosticka said.

With the Amazon home for her and her
three children scheduled for demolition
this spring, Olga Straight hopes what the
university will want to do now is really pro-
vide affordable housing. &
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00 / Sun Mat $3 * Seniors $3.50 -
0 » GIFT CERTIRCA AVAILABLE!

5:15 ($3), 7:15, 9:15 Nightly Sun Mat 3:15

RLANDO

based on the book by Virginia Woolf

PICK UP AND SAVE THE BIJOU RLM FEST
CALENDAR AND WIN A FREE § MONTH PASS!

ONE WEEK ONLY! 6:15 Nightly
e S .
1:...,,:'-..? -_ i COMING: ROAD SCHOLAR

WEEK! TH 10/7 @ 5:05 ($3), 7:25, 9:35
Starting FR 10/8 9:35 Nightly Sun Mat 3:00

D 686- % 5 ’
OWiDDING Baneuer €4

, 2458 3
COMING: HOLD ME, THRILL ME, KISS NE "%

C_Late Nite adm. Th-Sa $3 Su-We $2.50 >

" HEAVY META

: COMING: THE GIFT (JANE'S ADDICTION)
VAN STARTS FR 10/8! 11:15 Nightly
pDAMME HARD TARGET

g 13th

POPULAR
DEMAND!

Lunch 11:30-6:00 weekdays

Moderate prices - Open to thepublic
Receptions - Weddings - Banquets

13th Avenue and University Street
-~ (503) 346-5268 -

Does your

ideal mate
]
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Then reach for Eugene Weekly's
Voice Personals. Place your free ad today.
To browse or respond to a Voice Personal ad, call

1-900-288-5055"*

weimias [INEEKLY

sponding to an ad is $1.49/minute.
You must be 18 years old and have
a touchtone phone to participate.

Separated or divorcing?
We are studying the effect
of divorce on the family. If
you have separated within
the past 3-15 months and
have a SON enrolled in
grades 1-3, you and your
son can earn up to

$720

For more information,

call Margo at the Oregon
Social Learning Center,
9-5 weekdays, at 485-2711.




