Buildings Surround Open Spaces

What arrangement of buildings and open space gives the most
daylight and the best use of land.

Lionel March and Leslie Martin Intensity of land use, is convenient- March and Martin have compared
have shown that two main factors |y measured by P, the ratio of built these factors for three different
influence the relative layout of floor area to total site area. Access arrangements of building and open
built and open space. to daylight is conveniently mea- space, which they call S, S, and

1. The intensity of land use.  sured by d, the semi-depth of the §S,. (continued over)
2. The amount of the building in- ! building.
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: Court form extended, S
Pavilion form extended, S. Street form extended, S, . " /
Pavilion form, B, Strect form, B,

Court form. B.

Therefore: When den-
sity and daylight are
important considera-
tions, make buildings
surround open

spaces, do not make
open spaces surround
buildings.




 Buildings Surround Open Space

Problem (continued) - |
The following curves show that S, . | o
gives the largest values of P for a

given number of storeys, when d is # ‘
held constant; and the smallest" | A
values of d, for a given number of

storeys, when P is held constant.

In words: Of the three arrange-
ments, S, gives the best daylight
conditions, at a given density, and
It gives the highest density, for a
given level of daylight. '

Context +
This pattern applies mainly to ' -=
buildings of reasonably high den-

sity. The calculations quoted were

worked out for a development in

which built space and open space

each take 50% of the land. It is

probable that the same pattern ap-

‘plies under other conditions: but

this has not been shown by the au-

thors.
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This_ pattern is tentative. If you have any evidence to support or refute its current formulation, please send it to the Center for
Environmental Structure, P.O. Box 515§ 6, Berkeley, California 94705: we will add your comments to the next edition.



