Inpatient Access to Day Care

Inpatients need contact with people from the outside world.

A great number of the patients in an inpatient
ward (sometimes 75 to 100%) are ambulant during
the day.

Gradually enlarged contact with more and more
people and larger spheres of activity is a critical
part of the therapeutic process for these people
who are free to move around. Day care patients
provide the opportunity for inpatients to begin to

Therefore: Place the inpatient activ-
Ity space so that it looks or leads

directly into the day care home

base, occupational therapy and/or

recreational therapy.

regain their contact with the outside world. Hence
access to day care is desirable wherever possible.
Typically, the day care department has three main
branches, the home base, recreational therapy, and
occupational therapy. It will be best if the in-
patient activity space looks directly into these
three areas: if not then the inpatient space should
lead directly to them.
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This pattern is tentative. If you have any evidence to support or refute its current formulation. please send it to the Center for
Environmental Structure, P.O. Box 5 156, Berkeley, California 94705; we will add your comments to the next edition.



