Day Care Home Base

Day care patients need a place they feel they belong to.

While they are at the mental health
center, day care patients socialize
with each other, have group meet-
ings and meet with the staff. They
therefore need a place where they
can all come together, a place with
a family room atmosphere so the

patients can feel at home. Other
activities which may go on there in-
clude, making coffee, having bag
lunches, having a birthday party,
reading. In addition a bed should be
provided for a patient who may
need a short rest. The “home base’’

should be capable of supporting at
least three different activities at the
same time.

Lockers for each patient, tele-
phones and toilets should be acces-
sible from ““home base”’.

Therefore, in and near the front
of the day care area provide:

I.A family room space with
flexible seating arrangements for
small and group discussions, and
capable of supporting three activ-
ities at the same time.

2. A domestic type Kkitchen
which allows a minimum of four
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people to serve and prepare food. O = Q

3. A public telephone, toilets, rockers, s

and lockers for each day care Pone: l HOME BASE ' Bed
patient (large enough for coat, o =
overshoes, purse and small arti- 0 00 o [

cles adjacent to the ‘“home QA

base’’.) The locker should be
lockable by a combination type
lock.

4. A bed for any patient who
needs to rest.
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