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E OBJECTIVES OF THE HOUSE LAYOUT PROCI

AND THE WAY TO ATTAIN THEM
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One of the most fundamental features for the deslign process

for the Israell settlement was the layout process for the

individual houses.

The objectives that we pursued through this process were the

ffollowlng:&x o eublic oRaces

a. the settlement was to be made out of houses[%ﬁf%ﬁf;;;Egﬁ;‘
express the 1ndividuality and unliqueness of the families
XK living 1n 1t.

b. XKEXXRXXX®BMNRKRX all the houses of the settlement, at the same
time,had to structure a coherent a/finified whole in physical
terms, which would reflect the strong community feeling

et awmon .Qu . o .
;T%R RERXX W'_j/\the families . GnptaAein

c. the famllies should develop a real feeling for the places
of the settlement, both private and public, where they were
golng to live; they should start understanding and experiencing
them from the early stages of the overall development process,
so that they would realize that the making of the settlement

;;to a lively and beautiful place, 1ts continuous keeping uf?

and necessary ERKEXZAKX repalrs would be mainly their own

responsibility, both individuaiy and collectively.

d. the exlsting physical structure of the site, identified as o
aniagcgnding-up-the—hilL
sequenceﬁof«Special and beautiful places formed around

blg trees, view points, and rock formation, had to be
preserved and enhanced by the location of each individual

house and by thelr clustering in groups around these places.



e. the RRREEXX layout process for the individual houses, 1tself,

had to be economically efficlient and operationally feasilble,

P

In order to reach such a diversification of objectives we had

a come up with a well-structured and thoroughly prExthought out

process for the design of the five house clusters and the twenty

houses comprised in them. The process that we declded to follow

can be briefly described as such: each individual house was

1aid out on its actual site by the family who was going to live

in it, on the basis of a specific set of rules developed by

CES for this particular project.

objectives it 6 clear wigy the famiXiks had o“be
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Given the objectives it is clear why the families had to be

deeply involved in the layout of theilr house, as well as

why the layout process of the house had to take place on 1ts
cev
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eregr . However, there is a set of points that I want to clarify,

so that I make explicit all intentions and ways of pursulng

the objectives.



1. It 1s obvious that the maln reason for laying out each Xr

1ndividual house, and therefore each house cluster, on its

actual site 1s to preserve and enhance the structure that
operation

exists on the site. x¥x¥sx®K In the Israeli case thisAwould
| * on
have to function on two different levels: first, ®r the level
each house cluster
of the whole cluster, so thatAﬁX would become a real center

withln the sequence of the connected and ascending-up-the-
) . o

hill speclal places; second, on /& SnaAhew
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XXMBAXEXE \BWARAUCA L ALACOAAAZAMNAAA_dBAeaCch RXXBXEREXA particular
RXXEBX 1ts silite
house, so that =azxkxk it would be positioned on«ix on the

w1lth

fittest wa3) in relationshipAx® its immediate surroundings.
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However, 4the act of laylng out each house on its actual site

would have Hrat
has“another 1mportant effect:/8ach house and each house cluster

25 g

would galn some particular and unique features, ELEEEXEEEHHEE
would have
since each one of them RAR)to respond to 1ts actual surroundings

_‘!,\ '|to ?u"-‘-:IRM ool gl
fﬁgzgﬁgiigh¥I§ different way in order to enhance the existing

structure. Each house and each house cluster by responding and

adapting 1tself to 1ts 1mmediate micro-structure, that consists
the orientation,
of<the local slope, the particular view,jAthe existing trees, L

with the pubIlic open space that surroun
the rock and bush formation,'7¢f 1 ts actual relationships with

the larger entity 1t belongs to --its house cluster, or the

settlement as a whole--, would have to be located and shaped

1ts own
on ®A particular way. EZrRKXBREXBEXXXHENXNBHIRXKAYBX XRXEIKAXIXR
each one of
BXRXWEYxX® Therefore, zaxx the houses, by trylng to accomplish

the same thing, would k& have to respond to its own particular
by belng
context ARAXk® shaped on a different way . And this kind of

differentliation among the houses XX comes from a real need,

A ALY 1t is true, relaxed and genuine , s b is difheud
"“Q" viot ‘W-‘(‘QSS'b-QQ:- 1o be w *&mu?h am‘;pw ludv, ,
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2. The 1nvolvement of the famllles in the layout of their houses
would fulfill, to some degree, the first and third objective.
However, we knew that unless the famllles themselves were

doling the layout of thelr houses XRXXKREXRNAXIBRXXFRAZIX

on a detalled fashion, we would not be able to produce twenty
different houses 1n which the varilation 1s true and EREXRIKKEXZenuine.

out,
What I want to polint ®x 1s that,1t was clear that the variation

and differentiation among the houses, lald out by the families,

would be more real, stralghtforward and solid than 1f these

twenty houses were to be designed or even laid out by us, with

XXX the clear 1ntention to make each one of them reflect the

unigueness and 1ndividuallity of each family.

3. The only case that we could have accomplished 1t would be

1f each one of the twenty houses was to be approached as a

distinct different project, to be laid out and designhed

after lenghty discussions and collaboration with each family.

Anyway, that was 1mpossilible, because of the limited amount of

also
time allotted to the completion of this specific task, and to

the 1limilted amount of money mXg®m speclfled in the contract xx
ERYBEXXRIRXRRPERIXXHBX for the accomplishment of house designs,

which
xxx was compatible with the deslign of two or three different

types of houses. Therefore, beyond the other advantages that

the XaYRR layout of the houses by the famllies offered, 1t
an absolutely necessary component of this house layout
was also RELREBJARYXARXNRAKRX TRRXRXRLRIBAWRRKXINX LRV X TRRNEX

process XR in order to make it economically feasible.



L., Also,we knew, because of previous experiences, that the layout

of the houses by the families would work successfully only 1fX

this operation could take place within a well structured

framework. In order to make theilr efforts and acts effective

everybody could

we would have to channel and coordinate them,so that wexwrxits

obtaln
kRayxe The best results. Therefore, we i1ntroduced a set of rules

which descrilibed step by step the acts that each family had to
undertake 1n order to accomplish the layout of its house and

1ts contribution to the layout of its house cluster. The set
famililes
Trxxxgrgxxof rules maEg@E would make clear to the XamxXy what
and
exactly they were alming at on the overall, what specifically

they were pursulng at every step of the layout process. Besides

on a coherent way
this 1t would make 1t easlier for us to assist themﬂlto follow

closely thelr & attempts, and to coordinate thelr Xzywxx acts.

5. The other 1mportant reason for the lntroduction of the set

of rules for the house layout was xr for the attalnment of the

second objectlve, namely xr that all the houses of the settlement

had to structure a coherent and unifled whole 1n physical terms

which would reflect the strong community feelling rXxxXk® among

the familililes.

The famlilles themselves, because of thelr strong sense of &
and equallity 1n sharing things and amenities

community, expressed strongly the feelling that they did not

want an unlimlited amount of varilation among the houses; that

each family would put forward all 1ts deslires and whims 1in the

they suggested that all
maklng of thelr house. On the contrary, ®a&rk house had to be
they should
of the same size, and RERxIXxRRZXEIR have the same amenities
be
ARXXKEXRIKEXXRRKRER, since all of them were to bullt with ke

an equal budget. And beyond this, as they had put it, they did



not want the houses to look too different one from the otTher.

The rules, on a first glance, introduce on a sequentlal way
comprilse

the spaces that each house will kKz¥®. However, they accomplish
generic

more than this. They try to introduce a simllar structure

among all the potentially different houses. They attempt this

on a way that each family could layout 1ts own house, different
be

from the next one, and still similar in structure and feellng.

The specific way that thlis element was 1lncorporated into the

| oMTkm).

rules I will explain ¥&Eer?N ¢ <AV L "’(” his

16;¥The final point that I have to make concerns the efficiency

and feasibility of the process 1n economlc terms.@lfﬁough the
Ve

layout dfathe houses by the individual familiqsfgn the site,
,«f”j#
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which had bgag assessed to xExk®E be compl%;éﬁ withln ten days,
- .

was starting to‘ﬁakg the process fE%}bfﬁXXEXiii feaslble,

stlll there was the pfﬁh;em of pr€paring drawing for twenty
\H\“

\
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different houses to be sumbitled for building permit. Our

Ny

intention was to record Arom th%xéite all the house layouts,
P N | |
use them as the fingld plans for the‘hggges*w1thout allowlng

any further chawmges from the side of thgkii?ilies and prepare

rough drawlingsg,

one sheet £0r every house, plan,zZx® elevatiShQ, and one sectlon
\

and sup it these as the final drawlng for the hSMQfS together

with a set of construction details the same for ali\bi\ﬁhem.



6. The final point that I have to make concerns the efficiency
and feasibility of the process 1n economlc terms. We had to
organize the overall house deslgn process, from the xxmz house

lay out on the site to the obtalning of the bullding permits
be compatible with
on an efficlent way that would zrxrEXRRRAXXR the avallable
necessary
time and funds and still k& fulfill all the regqulrements.

procedure
This 1s how we had envlisioned the deslign and layout pxrEExXx of

the 1ndividual houses:

by the familliles
a. Every day two to three houses are belng lalid out on the site,

preferably each one of them belonging to a different cluster,

kx with the assistance of one architect.

the layout
b. The family follows preclisely the sequence of steps as defilned

in the rules, and at each step they place on the ground the
represent

necessary stakes to &gXXK® the corners of XKEXXIRMNBEXXXKEX

PRZXXAXIVAXBEXBRREBXANAX RRERNIKNZRXWIKNZRNR AIAXXHBXBRPAREZ the

rooms and the position of doors and windows, as well as the

location of any small® space, alcoves, stalrs, passages,

gardens.
drawlng

c. Thexkrxzgx A pXEK 1s made at thlis stage for each rRrRR® house

xkxx plan. The drawling 1s made by measuring the position

are precilse
of the stakes, and all measurements RERKERERX XK AXEXEKBEXBIY,

so that the drawlng 1s an accurate representation of the

house as 1t was 1laid out on the site.

AXX FRIBXBARANIKEXXBEEXRBEX NI XHX XA HEX KEERRRAE ¥ XBEEXIDNBX ANAX BEAB Y IXIRKR

HHRARKXHNBEXARHAIZXPEERAKREXNRKUIBXDRX XRBX XA KHX

d. At this polnt each famlly 1s asked to make some simple sketches

REXRRUXARBEYXUBKIAXIIKEXXREIXXRRRRER to speclfy more preclsely

were
some of the features of the housex which probably W&EZ not

clearly communicated 1n the layout process. It 1s also made




clear that no further modifications in the X design of their

houses will happen later, and therefore they should clarify

and think carefully about all ambiguities and hesitant £=

feeling they might have about some things.

e. On the basls of the drawing xerrraExxfrrmxxk® that represents

the house plan as lalid out on the site, and of the skethhes,
we prepare the flnal drawing for the house. They are simple
drawlng, one sheet for each house, with the plan , some m
major elevatlons, and any needed sections. This phase, we
estimated, had to be short; we would complete the drawings

for one house within one day.

f. These plans will be the plans to be submitted for pzErmxx

bullding permit (in the Ministry of Interior) and for funding
(in the Ministry of housing). AXRR¥XXKEBREXPIANBXABEEXREEX
WIXRXEXRBEXXREXRRRE XK HEX I RRXABXAA I RX ANRX RRERI XA RAXIRKBXNI XX

BEXXRBXRIRAIXNRBEKKIKNZEXBRANIKER

g. The houses would be bullt on the baslis on the stakes placed

in the ground by the families, on the basis of the drawings,

and of a set of construction detalls and specifications,

the same for all the houses.

and saw the value 1in pursuing them, will be discussed later
arter I present what was the physical outcome of the layout

process and the way it was materialized, received and

understood by the families.



