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Prof. Christopher Alexander:  

Bibliography of Selected Published Writings from 1959 onwards1 - Books, Papers and Articles 

 

 

“Perception and Modular Coordination.” RIBA Journal, vol. 66, no.12 (October 1959): 425-429. 

 

“A Result in Visual Aesthetics.” British Journal of Psychology (October 1960): 357-371. 

 

“The Revolution Finished Twenty Years Ago.” Architects Year Book 9, London (1960): 181-185. 

 

“Information and an Organized Process of Design.” Proceedings of the BRI, Washington (Spring 1961): 115-

124.  Also in Highway Research Board Reports (1965). 

 

“The Use of Diagrams in Route Location” (with Marvin Mannheim). Civil Engineering Systems Laboratory 

Publications 161, MIT (March 1962). 

 

“The Design of Highway Interchanges” (with Marvin Mannheim). Civil Engineering Systems Laboratory 

Publication 195, MIT (March 1962).  Also in Highway Research Record No. 83 Highway Research Board, 

Washington D.C., 1965. 

 

“Hidecs 2: A Computer Program for the Hierarchical Decomposition of a Set with an Associated Graph” (with 

Marvin Mannheim). Civil Engineering Systems Laboratory Publication 160, MIT (June 1962).  Also in 

Behavioral Science, vol. 8, no.2 (April 1963). 

 

“The Origin of Creative Power in Children.” British Journal of Aesthetics, vol. 3, no. 2 (July 1962): 207-226. 

 

“The Determination of Components for an Indian Village,” Proceedings of the Conference on Design Method, 

London (September 1962).  Also published by Pergamon Press (1963): 83-114. 

 

Community and Privacy: Toward a New Architecture of Humanism (with Serge Chermayeff). New York: 

Doubleday, 1963.  Also published in Japanese, Tokyo,1966; Spanish, Buenos Aires, 1967; and German, Mainz, 

1972. 

 

“Hidecs 3: Four Computer Programs for the Hierarchical Decomposition of Systems which have an Associated 

Linear Graph,” Civil Engineering Systems Laboratory Publications Report No. R63-27, MIT (June 1963). 

 

“Twenty-six pictures to the Top of the Tree.” Architectural Forum (October 1963). 

 

“Main Structure Concept” (with B.V. Doshi).  Landscape, vol. 13, no. 2 (Winter 1963-64): 17-20. Reprinted in 

Ekistics, vol. 17, no. 103 (June 1964): 352-354. 

 

Notes on a Synthesis of Form. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1964.  Also published in Italian, Milan, 

1967; French, Paris, 1970; Spanish, Buenos Aires, 1973; Japanese, Tokyo, 1973. 

 

“On Changing the Way People See” (with A.W.F. Huggins). Perceptual and Motor Skills 19 (July 1964): 235-

253. 

 

“A City is Not a Tree.” Architectural Forum (April-May 1965).  Republished in numerous publications in 
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several languages over the last fifty years. 

 

“The Coordination of the Urban Rule System,” Regio Basiliensis Proceedings, Basil, Switzerland (December 

1965): 1-9.  Also published by the Center for Planning and Development Research, University of California, 

Berkeley (July 1966); Internationale Regio Planertagung, Switzerland (September 1965); Espacios CEPA, no. 6, 

Argentina (1977): 44-67 

 

“390 Requirements for the Rapid Transit Station” (with Van Maren King and Sara Ishikawa). Library of the 

College of Environmental Design, Berkeley, California, 1965. 

 

“The Question of Computers in Design.” Architecture and Computers (1964): 52. Also in Landscape, vol. 14, 

no. 3 (Spring 1965): 6-8; Tres Aspectos de Matematica y Diseno, Barcelona, 1969, 9-16; La Estructura del 

Medio Ambiente, Barcelona, 1971, 9-15.  

 

“The Theory and Invention of Form.” Architectural Record (April 1965): 177-186. 

 
“From a Set of Forces to a Form." In The Man-Made Object, Vision and Value Series, Volume 4, edited by 

Gyorgy Kepes, 96-107. New York: George Braziller, 1966.  Reprinted in Interior Design (October 1967); 

translated into French (1968). 

 

“Relational Complexes in Architecture” (with Van Maren King). Architectural Record (September 1966): 185-

190. 

 

“The Pattern of Streets.” Journal of the AIP, vol. 32, no. 5 (September 1966): 273-278.  Also in Architectural 

Design (November 1967): 528-531 and Approach (Spring 1968): 25; “Reply to Carson and Roosen-Runge," 

Journal of the AIP (November 1967). 

 

“Twenty-Six Entrance Relations for a Suburban House.” Ministry of Public Buildings and Works, Directorate of 

Research and Development, London (1966): 3016.  Also published by the Center for Planning and Development 

Research, University of California, Berkeley (July 1966); reprinted in Emerging Methods in Environmental 

Design and Planning, edited by Gary Moore. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1971. 

 

“BART: The Bay Area Takes a Million Dollar Ride.” Architectural Forum, vol. 124, no. 6 (June 1966): 38-61. 

 

“Systems Generating Systems.” Booklet, published by Inland Steel, 1967.  Also in Architecture Canada, vol. 45, 

no. 11(November 1968): 39-44; Casabella 321 (1967): 4-11; Approach (Spring 1968): 14-19; and Architectural 

Design (December 1968). 

 

“The City as a Mechanism or Sustaining Human Contact.” In Environment for Man: The Next Fifty Years, edited 

by W. Ewald, American Institute of Planners Conference, 60-102. Bloomington: Indiana University Press.  

Reprinted numerous times. 

 

“Design Innovation” (with members of the Center for Environmental Structure). Progressive Architecture 

(November 1967): 126-131. 

 

“Subsymmetries” (with Susan Carey). Perception and Psychophysics, vol. 4, no. 2 (February 1968): 73-77. 

 

“A Sublanguage of 70 Patterns for Multi-Service Centers” (with Sara Ishikawa and Murray Silverstein). Report 

submitted to the Hunts Point Neighborhood Corporation, Hunts Point, Bronx, New York (January 1968). 

  

“Thick Walls.” Architectural Design (July 1968): 324-326. 
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“The Bead Game Conjecture.” Lotus 5, Alfieri, Venezia (1968): 151-154. 

 

“Major Changes in Environmental Form Required by Social and Psychological Demands.” Second International 

Seminar, Japan Center for Arts Development Research (September 1968).  Also published in Ekistics, vol. 28, 

no.165 (1969); Architectural Design (March 1970); reprinted in Cities Fit to Live In, edited by Walter McQuade. 

New York:1971. 

 

A Pattern Language Which Generate Multi-Service Centers (with Sara Ishikawa and Murray Silverstein). 

Berkeley: The Center for Environmental Structure, 1968. 

 

Houses Generated by Patterns (with Sanford Hirshen, Sara Ishikawa, Christie Coffin and Shlomo Angel). 

Berkeley: Center for Environmental Structure, 1969.  Reprinted in Architect's Yearbook 13, London (1971); also 

in The Growth of Cities, edited by David Lewis. London: 1971. 

 

A Human City (with Ronald Walkey and Murray Silverstein). Tokyo: Kajima Publishing Company, 1970. 

 

“A View of Contemporary World Architecture.” Japan Architect 45 (1970): 52-54. 

 

“The Environment,” The Japan Architect 165 (1970). Also in La Estructura del Medio Ambiente, Barcelona, 

1971, 91-108; A+U, vol. 2, no. 8 (August 1972): 111-122. 

 

“Changes in Form.” Architectural Design, vol. 40, no. 3 (March 1970):122-125. Also in La Estructura del Medio 

Ambiente (1971): 109-133 

 

“An Attempt to Derive the Nature of a Human Building System from First Principles.” In The Responsive 

House, edited by Edward Allen, 22-32. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1974. 

 

“Specifications for an Organic and Human Building System” (with Max Jacobson). In The Responsive House, 

edited by Edward Allen, 33-51. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1974. 

 

“An Early Summary of The Timeless Way of Building.” In Designing for Human Behavior, edited by Jon Lang 

et. al., 52-59.1974. 

 

“The Grass Roots Housing Process” (with Halim Abdelhalim et al.). Berkeley: Center for Environmental 

Structure, 1973. 

 

“Economics, Politics and Implementation of the Pattern Language.” Working paper of the Royal Institute of 

Technology, Stockholm, 1973. 

 

“A Collection of Patterns which Generate Multi-Service Centers” (with Sara Ishikawa and Murray Silverstein).  

Summary of book in The Inner City, edited by Declan and Margrit Kennedy. London: 1974. 

 

“People Rebuilding Berkeley: The Self-Creating Life of Neighborhoods” (with Howard Davis and Halim 

Abdelhalim). Report to the Master Plan Revision Committee, City of Berkeley, California, November 1974. 

 

The New Apartment House (with Ingrid King and Walter Wender). Berkeley: Center for Environmental 

Structure, 1975. 

 

“The Andalusian Project” (with Halim Abdelhalim and Walter Wendler). Report to the Ministry of Tourism, 

Madrid, 1974.  Also in Architectural Design (January 1975). 
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The Oregon Experiment (with Murrary Silverstein, Shlomo Angel, Sara Ishikawa and Denny Abrams). New 

York: Oxford University Press, 1975.  Spanish and French translations 1980; Japanese and Italian translations 

1981. 

 

A Pattern Language (with Sara Ishikawa, Murray Silverstein, Max Jacobson, Ingrid Fiksdahl-King, and Shlomo 

Angel). New York: Oxford University Press, 1977.  Translations into numerous other languages. 

 

“Value in Design: A Dialogue” (with J.P. Protzen). Concrete, vol. 1, no. 6 (November 1, 1977).  Also published 

in Design Studies, vol. 1, no. 5 (July 1980): 291-298. 

 

“On Value: A Reply to Protzen.” Concrete, vol.1, no. 8 (December 1977): 1, 3, 6-7. 

 

“The Architect Builder: Toward Changing the Conception of what an Architect is.” San Francisco Bay 

Architects' Review (September 1977): 4. 

 

The Timeless Way of Building. New York: Oxford University Press, 1979. 

 

Master Plan for Sergev H (with Amos Gitai). Berkeley: Center for Environmental Structure, 1979. 

 

“Art and Design for the 21st Century.” In Design is Unsichtbar, edited by Liesbeth Waecheter Bohm, 101-110. 

Vienna: Locker Verlag, 1980. 

 

“The Progress of My Work.” In Design is Unsichtbar, edited by Liesbeth Waecheter Bohm, 385-394. Vienna: 

Locker Verlag, 1980. 

 

“Notes on the Design of the Linz Cafe.” In Design is Unsichtbar, edited by Liesbeth Waecheter Bohm, 664-667.  

Vienna: Locker Verlag, 1980. 

 

“The Timeless Quality of Things.” In Design is Unsichtbar, edited by Liesbeth Waecheter Bohm, 111-114. 

Vienna: Locker Verlag, 1980. 

 

Rebirth of the Inner City: The North Omaha Plan (with Howard Davis). Berkeley: Center for Environmental 

Structure,1981. 

 

The Linz Cafe. New York: Oxford University Press, 1981.  German edition, Vienna, 1981. 

 

“Wholeness in the Structure of the City” (with Artemis Anninou and Hajo Neis). Architecture in Greece 16, 

(1982): 124-129. 

 

“The San Francisco Waterfront Project” (with Artemis Anninou and Hajo Neis). Architecture in Greece 16, 

(1982): 159-167. 

 

Rules for House Layout: Definition of Process for Layout of Houses in Moshav Shorashim (with Artemis 

Anninou). Berkeley: Center for Environmental Structure, 1982 

 

“Linz Cafe: The Architect’s Evaluation” 40 Lotus International, IV (1983): 45-59. 

 

The Construction of New Neighborhoods for Guasare New Town, Venezuela (with Artemis Anninou and Martine 

Weissman). Berkeley: Center for Environmental Structure, 1983. 
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“Contrasting Concepts of Harmony in Architecture” (and Peter Eisenman) Lotus International 40 (1983): 60-68. 

 

“Notes on Pattern Language in the Office.” Office Furniture, vol. II of ALBUM (1983): 97-101. 

 

A New Theory of Urban Design (with Hajo Neis, Artemis Anninou, Ingrid King). New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1984. 

 

“Sketches of a New Architecture.” Architecture in an Age of Scepticism (1984): 8-27. 

 

“Linz Café.” Magasin Tessin 2/3 (1984): 106-121 

 

“Mexicali Revisited.” Places, vol. 1, no. 4 (Summer 1984): 76-77. 

 

The Production of Houses (with Howard Davis, H. Martinez and D. Corner). New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1985. 

 

“The Style of the Twenty-First Century.” PRECIS: Journal of the School of Architecture and Planning, 

Columbia University (Fall 1985). 

 

“BATTLE: The History of a Crucial Clash between World-System A and World-System B – Construction of the 

New Eishin Campus” (with Hajo Neis, Gary Black and Ingrid King). The Japan Architect, vol. 60, no.8 (August 

1985): 15-35.  

 

The Personal Workplace: A New System of Office Furniture for the 21st Century (with Artemis Anninou and 

Gary Black). Berkeley: Center for Environmental Structure, 1986. 

 

“Das Machen von Gebauden: Eishin College – Eishin High School bei Tokio” (introduction by Christopher 

Alexander). BAUMEISTER (February 1986): 24. 

 

“Towards a Personal Workplace” (with A. Anninou, G. Black, and J. Rheinfrank) Architectural Record Interiors 

1501 (1987): 131-141. 

 

“Mountain View Civic Center” (with Hajo Neis, Artemis Anninou, and Ingrid King). Architecture + Urbanism 

(A+U) 228 (September 1989). 

 

“A City of Gardens” (with Artemis Anninou, Daniel Solomon et al.). Progressive Architecture (January 1989): 

116-117.  Annual P.A. Award for Urban Design and Planning 

 

“MANIFESTO-1991+ THEORY OF ARCHITECTURE.” Progressive Architecture 72, no. 7 (1991): 108-112. 

 

A Foreshadowing of 21st Century Art: The Color and Geometry of very Early Turkish Carpets. New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1993. 

 

The Mary Rose Museum (with Gary Black, and Miyoko Tsutsui). New York: Oxford University Press, 1995. 

 

“The Origins of Pattern Theory: The Future of the Theory, and the Generation of a Living World.” Software, 

IEEE 16, no. 5 (1999): 71-82. 

 

The Nature of Order: An Essay on the Art of Building and the Nature of the Universe (four volumes):  
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The Phenomenon of Life: The Nature of Order Volume 1. Berkeley: The Center for Environmental Structure 

Publishing, 2002. 

 

The Process of Creating Life: The Nature of Order Volume II. Berkeley: The Center for Environmental Structure 

Publishing, 2003. 

 

A Vision of a Living World: The Nature of Order Volume III. Berkeley: The Center for Environmental Structure 

Publishing, 2005. 

  

The Luminous Ground: The Nature of Order Volume IV. Berkeley: The Center for Environmental Structure 

Publishing, 2004. 
 
“Harmony-Seeking Computations: A Science of Non-Classical Dynamics Based on the Progressive Evolution of 

the Larger Whole.” Lecture, The University of York Grand Challenge in Non-Classical Computation, 2005.  
 

“Empirical Findings from The Nature of Order,” Environmental and Architectural Phenomenology Newsletter 

18, no. 1 (2007): 11-19. 

 

“Sustainability and Morphogenesis: The Birth of a Living World.” Schumacher Lecture, Bristol, 2008. 

 
The Battle for the Life and Beauty of the Earth: A Struggle Between Two World-Systems (with Hansjoachim Neis 

and Maggie Moore Alexander). New York: Oxford University Press, 2012. 

 


