Lecture 16 November 6

Before we start the lecture proper | would like to have a bit of a delima.
I've been reading all your comments and it's an increadable amount of work to
write on them and grade them properly. | feel very hesitant about putting grades
on them till |'ve read them two or three times. And |'ve spend the whole weekend
on it and I've hardly made an inroad into the whole bulk. So | obviously - | do want
to get some kind of feedback to kyou fast. And | am trying to think of an effective
way by which | can do that. It seems pretty clear it's just not feasible for me to
try and get that stuff back to you fast enough for it to be useful.

Now | am prepared to have a whole series of group discussionshext weekend or
something like that. Smmexkirg Where you can - | don't know what will be useful
| don't know how many of you feel that you need feedback from me at this point. It
comes to my responsibility to give it to you. Can | get a sense of that to begin with,
just in terms of hands. Practically everybody. So how would it be if we did have a
small series of group discussions next dweekw weekend, Saturday and Sunday | suppose
we could run about 6 people at a time. | think there are 60 taking it for credit now
so that would be 10 of those. Would that be acceptable to those people here. OK in thet
case I'11 have - can | that's a tittle awskward - it would probably be easier for my
secretary to do it. Yeah that's not so nice but | think it's more feasible. | will have
here put you in groups, just in strict alphabetical order and I'll bring the groups in
Wednesday. Now if any - if there is anyx time Saturday or Sunday that you cannot make
please go tell her about it, so that she can g® prepare these groups and not run into
time binds. Lou itY one of the girls in the architecture office her name¥ Lou. So we'll
do that.

Now | want to make one quick comment about the patterns. Some of you have started
to write patterns. Not all of you khave. There are two most obvious kinds of defeats
about the ones which have been written which | think | ought to mention briefly.

The first kind is - | would say is silliness is kind of blatient violations of

condition three. Like one person sent in a patterns which said '"air polution is a
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xhexe problem, therefore there should be no trucks in central cities at all. Now it
is true, | suppose, if you should keep trucks out of central cities there would be
less air polution there. This is so totally disrespectful of all the reasons why drucks
have got to be there that' it's kind of pointless - it doesn't get you anywhere.
A number of them have that kind of quality.

The other quality which many of them have is that they don't really state a
solution. In other words they state a performance standard but they just don't come
out and say what kind ofphysical arrangement is going to solve the problem. For example
some one was interested in differential rates of cooling in coffee cups %fax from coffee
machines. Never mind whether that problem is a really important one.argwax Anyway
as stated it was felt a coffee cup should be such that the liquid would either cool very
fast or it would stay hot for a very long time. And for this to be so it was stated
it should be designed to have differential xatedxz rates of exposed surface, either of
the liquid or the container, | waen't sure which. The point was that that was sthe
final statement and nothing was said about how this should be accually achiv ed, what
shape would a container have to be so that it would have‘that quality. A number of
the patterns are like that. That's not a solution because it gets you nowhere.
OK those are the two main kinds of things that are wrong x with the patterns.

| am going to present now a series of about 20 patterns all concerned with the
BRXEMADEMXD enterance goxhx to houses. What | want, well before | get into it lets
discuss a xk little more what | want you ® to be doing during the second haid half of
the quarter. Some of your criticisms are getting to be very good some of xkexe them
are rather weak. | want % you to %ax start taking a more positive approach not to -
(1aughing among students)
no | like the cricisisms very much - K | like them very much. The thing is during the
gBR second half of the quarter | am going to be presenting material which is much less

clear to me. What | have been presenting so far - | may not have succeeded in convesgying

it clearly but it is quite quite clear to me. What is coming up now as we get gradually

d
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deeper and deeper into it there will be more and more unresolved problems concerning
this lagguage. |t will be so easy for you to criticixe what | say that it will

begin not ke to be the most helpful thing. | still want you to do those criticisms
when ever you feel they are appropriate and thrusting. But | also want you to play

a part in solving some of these unsolved problems. Now to do that it is xakk really
curcial that you have an example at stake. Now your example wéll need to be something
like | am going to present today and Wednesdgy. | don't b mean by that that it whes
should be as necessarly as restricted a thing as a house entrance. But it will be
necessary for you to be studying the interplay of something in the order of ten or

out of those
twenty patterns. And whats more to be constructing a sublanguage/which is capable of

generating a number of objects ﬂx/:;;bers of the same family so this is xakxk really

the task that | want you to attack during the second half of the quarter. | don't

quite know how to do it myself so | mean it is not = there are many things that | will

be able to tell you about the & hook-up and the syntex of the language and there are

many things | will not be able to.d So this is going to be very much an exporation.

But it means that each person is going to have to pick a problem.lt might be a building
It might be something larger. It might be something smaller, which is of enough interest
to him - some of the examples you have been giving me | think you just picked examples
out of the air because you felt | wanted te you to do a patterns, which is fine. But
now | want you to get hold of something which is of a little more interest to you,

So that you will feel that % it is worth five weeks of work. Kind of going over and

over this example and seeing how it hooks up and how the syntexes in it works out. Those
of you that are in a design class - | said at the beginning of the course - it seems
NBXEXZRRZkEtE the most sensible thing you could do would be to try to extract the

pattern language form the building you are designing. One ®X or two of you | know said

you are not enrolled in design classes . It seems on the basis of what has been said

so far that - and what is going to be said not and wednesday you should be able to
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pick an area without too much difficulty . Let me strees the fact it isfiuch more important

than you zmxesm pick ar substantial example than anything else. Because you are

really not boing to be able to come to grips with the problems presented tosgoes between

now and the end of the quarter unless you have concrete material infront of you. It

is hopeless to discuss the problems that we are coming to abstractly . | think it is
a good thing now probably in connection to this we will be having these group meetings
next weekend because | supose there wx may be certain questions that may arise . But

| want you to get as far as possible in picking something and beginning to develop it .

Alright now we'll start. These twenty odd patterns all concern the entrance to
private houses. They do have-each one has a slightly different derke context statement
so that not every house would be such &hat all twenty patterns would be applicable.

There are twenty-six accually but some of them are condenced. | am affxerd affraid the
o context statements are not particudarly well worked out. | am using material here

that | developed some time ago and | haven't been able to bring M it completely up to
date so you will find that the context statements weak and as we try to interrelate these
things we - that will become rather clear. They are all - in every case the broblem

is presented as a conflict so that the core of that whole discussion zhautdxke we had
last week | think should begin to be clear through these examples.

One further thing, | am going to use a device which may be misleading to present
them to dyou - that is | am going to show the series of diagrams in which each pattern
actually appeaxrs within the-main diagram is a kind of schematic pakx plan of a prototypical
house entrance and each pattern that | describe will be shown in reference to that
same schematic plan so you see how it enters into that one plan.

Now the assumption is that diagram is , of course, that all 26 patterns can be
combined successfully. It is very important that you be aware of thet but it a slightly
dangerdus method of presentation because | am not assuming that the basic schematic

diagram of the whole thing is a part of the pattern language. It is merely axpattxot



Lecture 16 Nov 6
page &5

an xxXarge instance which | am going to use to refer all these things to one another.
I will also make quick sketches on the board for the individual patterns because
that is really the content of the individual patterns. | am using this device because
| am forced here to present material to you sequentially, whereas if it were in a book
form you could be flipping back and forward and them | wouldnt have to % introduce this
logical flaw. Lets could you show the first slide. Wheee is my pointer. Does any
one see a stick. Well OK that's too bad.

Well 1'11 just do my besé. This thing represents - can we get xR it in focus.
Imagine a street running along here. The square that is set on the diagonal is a 2-
car car port, with a covered agsgex access - damn it is xakkyxdxkX really difficult with-
out a pointer. Let's do it just for this one. | want to get it up jmskxfmr later so
that | can draw stuff here also. Do you want me to stand on the table. Alright
this thing here is the carport thatthing there isx the front door itself.. The building
is presumed to come around like that. The street is here. Pedistrans and cars go
up there and under the continued £m roof that goes back there as shown by the dotted
line. Thats a window - the living area of the house is presumed to be on the right
hand side and that's the window for the living room . The kitchen is presumed & to be
in here and this is the window from the kitchen. The , ofi great thankyou, and this
part through here is presumed to lead to the living areas this a is also a small
window set in the passage. Now lets get thks up again am got the stick.

The very first pattern - these are in no particular order accept in a sense
there is an arbitrary order going Xmxm roughly foom the street into the house that
order is not revelant to anything. The very first pattern is the one that you have
already been given. concerning the sign. Now that appeared to be - lets get the next
diagram. Now the presumption that the sign in accordance with the relationship given

of this

last time remains in fashion mmohmbhe carport. As you remember it has to be right

forward on the lot line five to ten feet off the goound at 45 degrees or thereabout

to the line of travel and the numbers had to be large and that was where it would be.






