THEORY I (ARCH. 100): THE TIMELESS WAY OF BUILDING

The course begins with the presentation of a general the-
oretical framework for all design. This theoretical framework
rests on a particular definition of what is valuable, as what
is "life giving" - and proceeds to develop from this a compre-
hensive account of the structures which must be present in the
environment,‘and in any particular specific building, 1n order
to make it ablé to function, and also i1ncludes an account of
the design processes which allows a person to introduce these
structures most easily into albuilding.

First half: In the first half of the quarter, students
will be introduced to these structures via the general theory
of pattern languages.

Second half: In the second half of the quarter, students
will be introduced to the general geometric principles, which

underlie these structures.

Assignment: Write a paper of 10-15 pages on the followilng

topic.

The ideas, philosoPhﬁ, methods, and ideals presented in
this course are missing from the world today, partly because
the structure of the world--social system, politics, economics,
mainstream ideals of building, construction, money, and SO On,
are all making it difficult for these things to happen. 1In
order for these things to happen, it will therefore require a
slow structural revolution: a gradual change of attitude,
change of procedure, change of economics, change of politics,
change of social agreements, contracts, ways of building, etc.

Try to describe, as concretely as possible, what would be



happening in a city of 100,000 people (the size of Berkeley),
where all this was happening in a completely developed and
full-fledged way. What would it be like? How would the under-
lying structures of society, of the architectural and building
professions, the banks, the social norms, be different? You
must write as concretely as possible, with realistically des-
cribed changes, what you imagine.

To make 1t perhaps even more concrete, imagine that several
years from now, having passed Architecture 100 with flying
colors, you are actually in a position, either alone or with

some group, to undertake concrete projects in the world. What

would you do?
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the adwministrative awnd {imanciall centers. And even
wmove | the imFQememlrQJtion o& anzse_ Q\ecisfomg - has
become o Pro](‘:toEQe #o:w- ol bia architecturad
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