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'H 6AéTnTa 0TH dopun TAC MOANC*

twv Christopher Alexander, "Apteunc 'Avvivou kai Hansjoachim Neis

Ol MoAelc TNC YNC KATAOTPEPOVTAL ON-
HEPQ OE HEYAAO BaBUO and T1) HOVTED-
va avantuén. AuTto B€B8ata d€v onuaivel
OTL UTIdpXEL KATIOLO EVOOYEVEC OPAAUQ
OTA EMMTEUYHATA TAC OUYXPOVNC E£r10-
XNG. H avrtoxn, 1 kKaBapdtnta Kai 1N
ATIOTEAECUATIKOTNTA TWV ONUEQIVOV
KTipiwv eival a&loBaupaotec. MoAU Ai-
yoLavBpwriol 8a artapviouvtav BeAnua-
TIKA EVA OUYXPOVO MItavio 1) dia koudliva
yla Ta HECALWVLIKA TOUC AVTioTolXA.
‘AANAG ..., MAvw OTAV mopeia ™C On-
Hloupyiac auT@Vv TWV ONUAVTIIKOV ETIL-
TEUYMATWYV, Eexaoaue €va PHEYAAO UE-
POG arto O,TL KATIOTE NTAV KOLVOG TOTIOC.
—eXAOANE, OXEDOV TEAEIWS, Ti onuaivel
TO VA XTIOEIC ML TIOAN ME YuXT), UL TIO-
AN oTEPEQ, HE TNV AVBpwrIVN cuvalobn-
HATLKN oTePedTNTA TTOU Byaivel and v
Kapdld pag kai rmou v Kavel va eivatl 6
QLAOC Hag, €vac TOMoC yLd va yevvn-
QoupeE, Evac TOMOC YA va TIeBAVOUUE.
AUTO TO &exaopéVo «KATL» OEV elval
ArAd pé aiobnon, 6€v eivat pida Eemepa-
OMEVN TIVEUMATLKOTNTA TIOU OEV UIOPEL
va kKataktnBet &avda. Eivai, onwg ru-
OTEUOUME, KATL OCUYKEKPLUEVO, OOMIKA
TIAPOV O€ TIOAAEC TIOAEIC TOU TAPEABOV-
TOG, TOU €&aptatatl anod v Unap&n on-
MAVTIKQV BEUEAWODV KAVOVWV OE TIOA-
Ad emnirneda douncg. Motevoupe OTL ival
duvato va kaBoplotoUv auTtoi ol Kavo-
VEC ME AKpiBela Kai kaBapdtnTa Kai OTl,
ME TNV EVOWHUATWOT) TOUC OTH OIKNA HAC
ouyxpovn oladlkaocia ACTIKNG AVATITU-
ENG 0€ OAa 1A arapaitnta emnineda, 64
onuLoupynBouv ol duvatdtnTeg va XTi-
OOUME &AvA TETOLEG AQUTIPEC TIOAITELEQ
nmou B4 umopeoouv va undpéouv oav
Onoaupoi TS avBpwriivne Yuxnce.
‘Otav nepypdpoupe Tic OHOPPOTEPECT
TIOAEIS TOU TtapeABdvTocg, navia &viu-
nwotaldéuacte and v aioBnon OTL &i-
val KATd KArolo TPOMOo «OpPYAVIKES».
AuTn n aloBnon g dpyavikotnTac dév
eival KATL A0PLOTO, UIA AKABOPLOTN OXE-
Oon HME BLOAOYIKEC MOpPEC OV elval
AMA®G MLA TtIapopoiwon. 'AvtiBeta, au-
TEC ol TMaAalég noAelc eixav kai €xouv
AKOMA £va oaPEC OpaNa EVOC CUYKEKPL-

Metappaon Newvida lNdka

MEVOU OOMIKOU XApPAKTINPLOTIKOU. KaBe-
ML Ano AUTEQ Tig MOAelC AvanTtuxBnke
oav Jia oAoTNTA, utnpée odv pid OAO-
TNTA KAl HEYAAWOE CUPPWVA UE TOUC BlI-
KOUC TNn¢ vououc.

‘Otav Aéue OTL KATL peyalwvel odv pd
OAOTNTA, €vvooUpe OTL aut) n da n
OAGTNTA eival 1 mnyn Kai 6 dlapknc on-
HlOUpYyOg TNC ouvexWopevne av&nonc
™NG. AUTO onuaivel mwe 1 véa tne atén-
ONn AvadUETAL MECA ATIO TN CUYKEKPLUE-
v Kat IOIoMopP PN OOULKY @UOoN TOoU Ta-
PEABOVTOC NG Kai nwe eival €va auTto-
VOO OAOV TOU OTI0(0U Ol EOWTEPLKOL VO-
HOL Kai n da tou 1) dnuioupyia kabopi-
COuV Tr ouvexeld Tou, TO Ti B4 Eemmnodn-
ol META.

AUTr) 1) av&avopevn OAGTNTA O€V eival
AMAQ KATL TIOU UTINPXE OTIC TmaAalég mo-
AElg. ‘Yrndpxet navra o€ OAoug ToUug
AvarnTtuoooEVOUG Opyaviopoug, YL au-
TO QAAWOTE £Xouue TV aiocBnon OTL ol
TIAAALEG TIOAELC €ival KATA KATIOLO TPOTIO
«OPYAVIKES», ATIADG ETELDT) XAPAKTNPI-
dovtal Kal auTeg, onwe kai oi {wvtavol
Opyaviopoi, arnd autn v avtokabopt-
Couevn, au&avopevn OAOTNTA. 'H OAO-
TNTA UTIApXEL £TiONG OTA £pya TEXVNC,
O€ £€vaVv KAAO rmiivaka katd tm didpketla
NG ONMLIoUpYyiag Tou, o€ €va rnoinua. 2&
KaBe OAov mou peyaAwvel, UTIAPXOUV
HEPLKA BeEAIOKA KAl OUCIAOTIKA YVWPI-
ouaTa.

[lpwTtO, TO 6AoV QUTO ueyaAwvel TuNUQa-
TIKQ, BaBuLala, KOUMATAKE KO UATAKL.
AgeUtepo, O&v eglval npoBAsYLo. "OTav
Eeklvacg, O€v E€peic mou B6A kKataAnést
ylati auto propolv va ol 16 nouv uo-
VO ol dlavtidpdaocelc Katd ™ Oldpkela
TNG avantugng tou, padi ue toucg idlai-

T 21N OlapKEla TWV TECOAPWY TeEAeuTaiwv Xpo-
VWV, Ol OUuYypa®elg autoUu Tou apbpou Aaoyo-
AOUVTAl HE TNV Enefepyacia PEPIKWV BEUEAIW-
OWV apxwv Tou CuuBAaAAouv o1 Onuloupyia
wWPalwyv Kal CUYKPOTNHEVWY TIOAewV. 'H PHEAETN
auTn MpoKelTal va dnuooteuTel o€ BIBA{o Ao Tic
ekdooelg Oxford Press pg€ tov titho A New Theory
of Urban Design. 2ta duo &pbpa mou AkoAou-
BoUv, « H OAOTNTA OTr) dour) TN NOANC» Kai «H
HEAETN YLA Eva TUNHA TNC napaAtakng wvng Tou
‘Ay. Opaykiokou», mapouolaloupue HEPLKESG BaOL-
KEG APXEQ YIA TOV AOCTLIKO OXedlaouo, Kabwe Kai
TNV MPAKTLKN €QAPOYT) TOUC.

Wholeness in the structure of the city

by Christopher Alexander, Artemis Anninou and Hansjoachim Neis

The cities of the world are, for the most
part, now being destroyed by modern
growth. This is not because there is any-
thing inherently wrong in the accomplish-
ment of the modern era. The strength,
cleanliness and efficiency of modern build-
Ings are marvelous. Few people would wil-
lingly give up a modern bathroom or a mod-
ern kitchen for their medieval counterparts.
But in the process of learning these great
accomplishments we have also forgotten a

great deal of what was once commonplace.
We have forgotten almost entirely what it
means to build a city with spirit, with feeling
of solidity - of human, emotional solidity -
which comes from the heart, which is a
friend, a place to be born, a place to die.

This forgotten ““‘something” is not merely a
feeling nor a bygone spirituality which can-
not be recaptured. It is, we believe, some-
thing specific, structurally present in the
many cities of the past, which depends on

TEPOUC VOMOUC TOU OUYKEKPLUEVOU
OAouU, Kai Ta oTtolxela autd Onuloup-
youvTtal otadlaka kabwe 1d OAov yev-
VIETAL KAl OUYKEKPLUEVOTIOLETTAL.

Tpito, &xel EowTepikny oUyYKPOTNON Kal
ouvoxn, eival mpaypatika oAdTnTa, &V
elval Amoomacuatike, Kai kdBe HEPOCQ
TOU elval émiong &va dAov ol CUOXETI-
etal JE TA UTOAOLNTA, HE ATIPOOHUEVOUC
Kal ouvBeTtoug TpOrmoug, odav Ta HEPN
EVOC Oveipou.

T€tapto, eivat yepuaro ano ouvvaioBnua,
ylati n OAOTNTA TOU HAag ayyilel, ouv-
dgeTal M€ TA TG BaBIA cuvalcbuata
HECQA Hag Kail £xel TV iKavotnTa vd HAC
OUYKLVNOEL, VA MAC KAveLl vA KAAYOUUE,
VA MAG KAVEL EUTUXLIOMEVOUC.

KaBe OAOTNTAa mou £xel KArola onuaoia,
n dwa n lwn pag, Eva pwpod, éva ddaoocg,
HIA Opop®N Cwypadld, uid rmaAatd moAn,
OAa £xouv aUTd 1A TE€ooEpa YVWPIOUQ-
Ta. [lap’ OAa auta, f) cuyxpovn TPAKTL-
Kl TNG TmoAeodopiac kai toU AOTIKOU
OXEOLAOMOU OE€V AOXOAelTal HE OAOTN-
TEG MOU JEYAAWVOUV Kai Katd cuvemnela
Ol TIOAEIC TIOU Ttapayel O€v €xouv auTd
TA Xapakmmplotika. ‘O tpomog mou ol
OUYXPOVEC AOTIKEC Oladlkaoiec Ael-
Toupyouv, HEeoa Ao 1oV AoTIKO oxedla-
OMO Kal TV AoTIKN avantuén, eival no-
AU DlAPOPETIKOC Ao O, TL TIEPLYPAPTNKE
napanavw. ‘Otav 1 avantuén sivat tun-
HATIKN, OTIWG Oouxva cupBaivel, O TUNn-
MATIKOC TNC Xapaktrnpac &V cUNBAAAEL
o€ MG auEavopevn OAOTNTO, eival
AMAQG TUNMATLIKY Kai tapdyet AoUoxETL-
oTeq Tmpa&elg mou o6dnyouv o€ xdAoq.
"Otav n avantuén eivat oxediaouévn, td
oxedla O&v €xouv TNV ikavotnta vda
MPOKAAEOOUV TN dnuloupyia ptag (wv-
Tavng auvgavopevne oAomTac. 'AvTi yU
AuTO, ETUBAAAOUV UIA TEXVNTH, TTAACUQA-
TIKN OAOTNTA 1oU mpoomabel va piunBetl
MV OAOTNTA TOU napeABovrocg, AAAG 16
KAVEL HOVO HE OAOKANPWTIKA HEOA, HE
TO VEKPO XEPL TAC OTPATIWTIKAC TAENC
TIoU OEV TteTUXaivEL OXEOOV TIMoOTOA.
AUTO 1O €idog NG oxedlaouévne AoTL-
KNG avamtugng O€v eivatl pun npoBAEYL-
MO, OTIwWG N OnMIouUpyia piac oAdTNnTAC.
Elvat mpoBAEPIu0. Anuioupyet Taén ué
TO (OpL, OTNVOVTAC TNV €K TV TIPOTE-

the action of deep rules at many levels of
structure. We believe that it is possible to
specify these deep rules, clearly and pre-
cisely, and, by embodying them in our mod-
ern process of urban growth, at all the
necessary levels of structure to create the
possibilities again of building those great
cities which can act as treasures of the hu-
man heart.

When we describe the most beautiful towns
and cities of the past we are always im-
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