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Welcome to the Symposium

Ladies and Gentlemen, Pattern Language authors, honored
guests, and friends,

Welcome to the Fall 2009 International PUARL
Symposium in Portland. I am extremely happy that you all
made it to Portland, Oregon to discuss “Current Challenges
for Patterns, Pattern Language and Sustainability.” It is a par-
ticular pleasure for me to welcome participants who made
it from abroad, from Europe, the Middle East, Far East and
even Australia, as well as from many cities and universities in
the U.S. My name is Hajo Neis and I am your host together
with Professor Howard Davis. [ am a professor of architecture
here at the University of Oregon in Portland, and I am also
the director of the Portland Urban Architecture Research
Laboratory or PUARL. Before I come to the main event of
the evening and introduce our guests of honor, I would like
to make some preliminary remarks that will help us to bet-
ter understand the symposium agenda, its main purpose and
what we expect from the symposium.

PUARL: THE PORTLAND URBAN
ARCHITECTURE RESEARCH LABORATORY

Let me first introduce PUARL or the Portland Urban
Architecture Research Laboratory. We are hosting this event
because in PUARL we have made it a goal to take an active
role in research on the topic of patterns and pattern lan-
guages. We started PUARL as a research arm of the Portland
Urban Architecture Program in 2007 while in our previous
university home downtown. With the opening of the new
and much larger facilities here at the White Stag in the Fall
of 2008, we were able to extend the mission of PUARL with

space allocated to PUARL activities that include teaching as
well as research.

[n the spring of this year we successfully completed
our first symposium and introduced the new Portland Urban
Architecture Research Laboratory PUARL, to the Portland
and Oregon community as well as to selected audiences and
advisors from universities along the West Coast States of
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Washington, California and Oregon. Here is a short overview
of what we do and research:

“The main purpose of PUARL is to conduct and
promote activities in urban architecture research and urban
design research: We attempt to integrate quality and sustain-
ability into the architectural and urban design process by con-
ducting basic and applied research throughout the Portland
region (and also other parts of the nation and the world) in
urban morphology, urban building typologies, and urban
processes for civic groups, public agencies, professional firms,

and development interests.” (puarl.uoregon.edu, 2009) We
focus on and emphasize four to five major areas of research.

URBAN MORPHOLOGY & URBAN PATTERNS

We investigate urban morphological structures and urban
patterns that enhance sustainability and environmental qual-
ity at the urban scale, including street networks, block and
neighborhood layouts, transportation and land use systems,
and urban landscapes. The Portland Urban Atlas Project can
be referred to as an example in this category. (Portland Urban

Architecture Atlas, see: puarl.uoregon.edu)

Figure 1: The White Stag Block, Portland, OR; Home of the Uni-
versity of Oregon’s Portland Urban Facilities and the PUARL, the
White Stag Block is a LEED Gold-rated project.





















