A seminar room won’t work if the group
is too large, or too spread out, or if you
can’t see everyone's face.

1. When people sit down to talk to-
gether they try to arrange them-
selves in a circle. Empirical evidence
for this has been presented by Mar-
garet Mead (“Conference Behav-
jor”’, Columbia University Forum,
Summer 1967, pp. 15-19), and by
Paul Byers (““The Idea in the Middle
of the Table”, Columbia University
Forum, Summer 1967, pp. 20-25).

One of the reasons for the circle

as opposed to other forms, i1s the

fact that people like to sit at an an-
gle to one another, not side by side.
(Robert Sommer, “‘Studies in Per-
sonal Space’”’, Sociometry, 22, Sep-
tember, 1959, pp. 247-260.) In a
circle, even neighbors are at a slight
angle to each other.

2. Maximum eyeball to eyeball dis-
tance for comfortable group discus-
sion is somewhere around 9': de-
rived as follows: People in the semi-
nar should be able to talk casually,
without raising their voice; should
be able to see details of one anoth-
ers face; should be able to pass ob-
jects around among themselves;
should be close enough together so
that clear vision includes one head,
but not two, of the people furthest

away, thus focussing on person to

person communication. Edward
Hall has established: the upper’
range for full casual voice is about
8': a person with 20/20 vision can
see details of facial expression up to
12’: two people whose heads are
8-9° apart, can pass an object if
they both stretch; clear vision (i.e.
macular vision) includes 12 degrees
horizontally and 3 degrees vertical-
ly—which includes one face but not
two, at distances up to about 10’
(See Hall, The Silent Language,
Doubleday, NY, 1959, pp. 163-4;
and The Hidden Dimension, Doub-
leday, NY, 1966, pp. 118-9.)

Thus a small group discussion
will function best if the members of
the group are arranged in a rough
circle, with a minimum diameter of
8. (continued over)

Square Seminar Rooms

Therefore: Make the seminar room about as
broad as it is long; it may be square or round
or irregular or slightly off square. Make it
large enough to contain a round table 6’8" in
diameter; thus about 15°6  across.

Also create a small area in the room, tangent
to this 15°6° area, with the entrance in this
second area. Let the seats around the table be
as informal as possible — individual chairs,

sofas, etc.







