If a building is organized so that
you feel as though you have to have
an excuse to be in every part of it,
1t makes i1t impossible for anyone to
get a sense of what the building is
all about, and it gives a general feel-
ing of being unfriendly.

While the rooms in a building are
purposeful, the corridors and lobby
do not have to be. It is true that
they are mainly for circulation, but
it Is important that they be some-
thing more than just for moving
through. It is from the circulation
system of any environment that
one gets a total sense of that envi-
ronment. |f the circulation system
invites you to stop and be there for
a while and see what is going on

Corridors in modern public buildings are
unfriendly and sterile places. They are
designed for scuttling people through, not for
people to stay in.

around you, the whole environment
seems friendly. For instance streets
with people sitting on stoops, and
stopping to look in shop windows
or to buy something from a street
vendor, are alive and wonderful
places to be, while a street with
only blank walls, where people pass
through intent only on their desti-
nations, are frightening and alienat-
ing.

So it is with corridors in public
buildings. Like the street, these cor-
ridors should have many places to
stop, to sit, to look at things, to
buy things and should give you a
sense of what is going on around
you.

(continued over)

Therefore: Line the corridors with windows
looking into the services; make places by
concentrating seats and activities along the
way, project counters and entrances of
services into the corridors. Make the main
part of the corridor about 12 feet wide, and
between 12 and 16 feet high, and where
activities and counters are placed — make
edges about 7 feet high, going to a total width
of 21 feet. Give the corridor as many windows
as possible, and make other corridors lead into

it wherever possible.







