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HOW A GROUP OF TWELVE FAMILIES CAN

ER OQOF HOUSES

DESIGN
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COMMON LAND BETWEEN THEIR HOUSES AND THE HOUSES

THEMSELVES.

The project shown here is the
in which
for
weeks under conditions as

to test

the process by which twelve families

would ultimately be able to do the
same.
It was understood, from the

that twelve families would

themselves on a

piece of land whose total area was
2
about 4800 m“. 1In

an early dis-
cussion, people agreed that they
2
would use about 1200 m~ for common

-

land, and keep about 300 m“ for each

individual house.

At another early discussion,

the group read the pattern language,
and chose the patterns which they

would use to shape the common land.

there was disagreement about

discussion went on until

the group could write a modified pat-

tern which everyone agreed with.

The first three patterns were

Common land, Paths across roads, and

) S
Tiny parking lots. These patterns

made it clear that there should be

more common land than usual in a
O

housing project, placed so children

safely; that there

.

could reach it

should be a path separate from roads,

running from and that

cars should be in lots, of

S1X

cars or less, SO as not to destroy
the land.

When the twelve people stood on
the site, it was obvious to everyone
that there was one place, with a view
of a distant mountain, and a tree,
which should be common - and that

the area near the big road was too

noisy for anycnes house and best for
parking; and that it would be very
good if strangers walked through the

cluster, so as to make it not too se-

cluded.

The path was

land

placed to Cross

the common

trees on one side, for quiet, and a

public outdoor room or terrace, with

a workshop and a swimming pocl, on

the other side,

noisy. Since the path passes these

two places, people will always find
cach other, and be in touch with the
“(l'_’.tlr,flon .

Cell gateway. This pattern
says that a small cluster should have

entrances which are clearly marked,

and felt, so that people know they

\2reé coming into a special world -

even though it is a public world.

People made garages for cars, with

wooden gateway between them, with
the idea of planting flowers to
1imb on the jactewvay.
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Now people finally chose the

land they wanted for thelir own

We used a large box of sand, to rep-

resent the site, and people put

sticks where they wanted to be.

Luckily, different people wanted

different places; but there were one

or twc spots where the sticks were

too crowded, We agreed that a per-

son who moved his stick to a place

he liked less, could have a little

more land for himself, and that a

person who stayed exactly where he

wanted to be, would have a little

less land., Finally, pecople agreed

on positions they felt comfortable

with: and lines were drawn, between

the sticks, to makr the boundaries

of the individual land. The individ-

ual lots were not defined before this

houses.
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Next, each family started to

design its own house, at least 1in 1its

rough outline, by the process describ-

ed on the panel for HOUSE. When the

designs were far enough along so that
it was clear where the outdoors would
be,

where

where entrances would be, and

different rooms and windows

would be, each person made a rough

model, to put in the sand box, and we

began to work out the problems which

arose between the houses,.

Now a very beautiful thing

happened. Each person began to work

with his neighbor, first the neigh-

bor on one side, then the neighbor

on the other side; and together they

tried to make the space between their

houses beautiful. Of course, they

started by eliminating obvious con-

flicts between windows, or cases

where one house took the sun from

the next man's garden; but they also

worked out details according to the

detailed patterns. For example, one

group of people decided to make their

entrances open off a small public gar-

den, with a tree, and with an outdoor

seat in it, facing the sun, and from

which people could watch the distant

outdoor room, according to the pat-

terns Treeplaces, Outdoor seats, and

Public cutdoor room.
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PROCESS DESCRIBED ON THE -LAasST: PANFEL

1

Since the cluster fell naturally

into two groups of six, each group

of six met also, and made decisions
about the larger public paths and
spaces outside their houses. For ex-

ample, Centripetal pedestrian paths

says that a path must be a place, al-
most like a room, partly enclosed,
with a middle, so that people feel
comfortable staying there, not just
walking through. Each group used
this pattern to make the paths out-
side their houses better shaped, with
seats in them; and the pattern even
affected the exact shape of the
boundary wall where the houses met

the paths.

Private terrace opening to the

street. This pattern says that each
house should have a private terrace,
near its living room, but placed so
that one can see from it, into the

public space of the street beyond,

and wave or say hello to someone out
without the privacy of the

Each of

there,

house being disturbed. the

twelve houses has such a terrace, and

the way these terraces make the paths

alive, was also discussed and modi-

fied by the groups of six at each end

of the cluster.

this

When

Public outdoor room.

work was finished, the group of

twelve met again to design the de-

tails of the public outdoor room in

the middle. It is a swimming pool,

with steps and seats near it, with

covered arcades along its edge;y with

a workshop behind, connected to the

street; and with a place for common

eating also.

Finally, each went back

person

to his family, and they designed the

details of their individual houses,

according to the process on the panel

for HOUSE.
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