
Places for 
the Soul:
The Architecture 
of Christopher 
Alexander
A Remarkable New Film on an Important American Architect
This beautifully crafted and absorbing film provides an 
intimate portrait of one of America’s most original ar­
chitects and thinkers. Christopher Alexander is a radi­
cal humanist of international repute and a passionate 
critic of contemporary architecture.

A professor at the University of California in Berkeley 
and the founder of the pioneering Center for Environ­
mental Structure, Alexander has spent his life pursuing 
a single, ultimate goal: the creation of beautiful, time­
less buildings whose sense of wholeness unites thought 
and feeling and which are small but complete pieces of 
a harmonious universal order.

He believes that the only way architects are ever again 
going to produce buildings of beauty and integrity is if 
they are themselves actively involved in making those 
buildings.

The film explores his increasingly influential ideas and 
his controversial attempts to introduce a new, unified 
approach to design and construction. It leads the 
viewer through two of his major projects — the stun­
ning New Eishin University campus near Tokyo, Japan, 
and an innovative shelter for the homeless in San Jose, 
California.

“With a growing body of built work to illustrate the 
principles set forth in his numerous books, Christopher 
Alexander is not only proposing radical changes in 
architectural practice, he is proving that they can 
work. The buildings are real magic.” — Progressive 
Architecture

Places for the Soul is essential viewing for anyone in­
terested in architecture, urban planning, the arts, and 
environmental planning issues. It was produced and 
directed by award-winning filmmaker Ruth Landy.

A Film Arts Foundation Festival Selection

Special $75 Vide
Purchase any film or video at list price and  any  
time thereafter you may purchase VHS copies of
it from us for only $75 each. Now you can bene­
fit from our high standards of quality control 
and  afford to purchase a film print for classroom 
showings and  cassettes for individual student 
use in the library or media center.

The film’s dramatic visuals and Alexander’s provocative 
commentary illuminate this exceptional documentary 
and enable viewers to perceive the built environment 
around them with new eyes.

29 minutes Color
Catalog #11399 (16mm) /  #37991 (video) 
Purchase: $595 (16mm) /  $250 (video)
Rental: $45 (16mm, fc" VHS, U-Matic)

University of California 
Extension Media Center

Ordering Information: This title is available for pur­
chase, rental, and preview before purchase. A $6 ship­
ping and handling fee is added to each title rented or 
purchased. Customer is responsible for return UPS ship­
ping charges. To purchase, calif(415) 642-5578. To rent 
or preview before purchase, call (415) 642-0460. You 
may also write us at the address below. Please contact 
us for our complete catalog.
Note: Films and videos may not be duplicated, altered, 
broadcast, or shown with an admission fee without prior 
written licensing. Call (415) 642-5578 for further informa­
tion. Prices may be changed without notice.
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